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excessively protected to-day in a country like
Germany, would object as strongly to imports
of European as to imports of overseas grain,
and the question of how far to yield to his
exigencies would involve important political
decisions in  each country.   Wheat, more-
over, is only one among many agricultural
products of almost equal importance.   There
are the other grains, particularly rye and
barley, there is meat, particularly pork and
bacon, there are potatoes and eggs (Poland
claims to-day to be the greatest egg exporter
in the world).    If, as result of M. Briand's
proposals or from other causes, Europe takes
the deliberate decision to foster trade within
the   continent  at   some  sacrifice   of   trade
outside it, considerable changes, likely on
the whole to be changes for the better, will
result.    Great Britain's attitude towards any
such tendency will be difficult to define, for
it runs definitely counter to the projects of
Imperial Preference, which seem nearer to
some form of realisation to-day than ever
before.    On the other hand, if new demands
are to be created in eastern Europe, Britain
can  ill afford to  lose  the opportunity  of
supplying them, as it may do if a system of
European reciprocity is built up and Great
Britain decides to stand outside it.